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“The youth centre has been updated to be 

more modern and young people friendly.  
Young people used their creativity to help 
select new furniture and decorate the centre 
in brighter colours. They now feel they have 
more ownership of their centre” 
Paula Kelvin 
Youth Worker 

Springvale SEND Youth Group 

 

Recipient: Springvale Youth Group, Rochdale Youth Services 

Project: Springvale Youth Centre Refurbishment 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,000 

 
Springvale Youth Centre is a valued community building providing a place for members of 
Springvale Youth Group to meet and the young people to participate in activities as well as 
a space to be shared with local schools, community groups and Councillors for their events, 
activities and meetings. 
 
Provision of furniture at Springvale Youth Centre  
to replace damaged sofas created a comfortable  
and welcoming environment for users of the centre. 
Young people were involved in selecting the  
furniture and the re-design of the layout of the  
centre to create areas for informal conversations,  
relaxing and group work.  The curved bench seating  
unit, tub chairs and square stools offer a variety  
of seating options plus the poseur height table  
provides a practical space for activities.  The young  
people gained the opportunity to learn new skills of  
budgeting, procurement process, design and  
decorating as a team. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

‘Our youth centre looks 
more modern, I love 
the round seating area’ 

‘Having somewhere 
comfortable to sit and 
chill with my friends at 
the youth centre is good, 
especially because I 
helped pick the seat’ 

‘I liked painting the centre, 
I’ve never done it before 
helped pick the seat’ 



  

“…the event was something we all can be proud 

of, without the help from township in regards to the 
grant contribution we could not have put on most 
of the attractions ourselves as we do not have 
finances to cover this. It was a great turnout and 

every penny spent worth it for the community” 
 

Emma Scott 
RMN/Events Planner 

The Angel Project 

 

Recipient: The Angel Project 

Project: Truffet Park Community Event 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £500 

 

The Angel Project is a needs led project tailoring services around individual’s personal needs. 
The aim of the Angel Project is to support individuals with positive lifestyle choices and build 
prevention initiatives by offering practical, social and emotional support on a daily basis to 
members of the community regardless of age or health condition.  The team from the Angel 
Project engages with members of the community who experience loneliness and isolation, 
mental health problems, recovery from drugs and alcohol and children and families who are in 
deprivation due to a number of different social and emotional factors.  Day trips and outings 
throughout the year and the celebration of calendar occasions are opportunities to enhance 
the health and wellbeing of members. 
 
The event to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday in Truffet Park on 11 June 2016 was a 
chance to bring all the community together to build stronger communities and effectively build 
resilience in individuals despite their current social status.  The occasion provided an 
opportunity to demonstrate and display all the wonderful work going on in the community from 
The Angel Project and other agencies/services.  Over twenty Angel Project volunteers, all of 
whom suffer with some form of low level mental health or physical illness, were involved in the 
event.  Participants involved at the planning stages of the event reported a sense of 
ownership and felt a valued member of the team, sharing their ideas/plans. 



 

  

 

Handmade items including woodwork, planters, cards, knitted clothing and blankets and pre-
loved items were sold to contribute to financing the event and other future community 
activities.  The grant funded the hire of children’s attractions and equipment for the event.  
Activities and attractions organised for the event included face painting, bouncy castle, maze 
castle, children’s rides, royal teddy bears picnic, horse display, kids craft tables, tombola, 
raffle, pamper stall, police and fire service, table top stalls, egg and spoon race, sack race, tug 
a war, food and refreshments.  Entertainment was provided by Middleton Brass Band, 
Middleton Gospel Choir, Morris Dance Troupe and Cheerleaders. 
 
The event provided an opportunity to display and demonstrate the good work going on in 
the community and a memorable occasion for everyone involved.  It has inspired all 
involved to do more community events in the future and give something back by 
volunteering.  The Angel Project has reported since the event they have had lots of interest 
from people who would like to volunteer on future events. 

“The highlight has been the overwhelming response of volunteers who want to give 
their time to benefit the community.  The volunteers have given their time to something 
they are passionate about and want to do more of.  Seeing families and a community 
as a whole come together to celebrate Her Majesty’s birthday will be something people 
can remember for a long time.  The services involved came out and gave a good 
representation of their work and building hope, inspiration and opportunity for the future 
was the overall highlight of the day.  We had lots of fun and games again despite the 
weather, and we would like to thank you for the support in achieving this” 
 

Emma Scott 
RMN/Events Planner 

The Angel Project 



 

 

 

“Lovely pictures amazing day thank you to the angel project xx” 
Unlike· Reply·1·June 11 at 9:21pm 

 
“Great day. bit wet though lol” 
Unlike ·Reply ·Message·1·June 11 at 8:33pm 

 
Yes bit wet but it was a amazing day x 
Unlike· Reply· Message·1·June 11 at 8:35pm 

 
“Want a amazing day lovely pictures really enjoyed it thankyou 
to the angel project for a lovely day” 
 
“Love the picture great day for use all at the angel project kids 
had a top day even if we did get a bit wet ha ha xx” 

 
  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=party%20in%20the%20park
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=party%20in%20the%20park
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=141857386232750
https://www.facebook.com/events/107410393010783/permalink/141856536232835/?comment_id=141857386232750&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/1067690883303107/?active_tab=posts
https://www.facebook.com/events/1067690883303107/?active_tab=posts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/messaging/private_reply/dialog/?activity_id=1082990418439820_1082997195105809&av=1485266201769171
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1082997195105809
https://www.facebook.com/events/1067690883303107/permalink/1082990418439820/?comment_id=1082997195105809&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R0%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/1067690883303107/?active_tab=posts
https://www.facebook.com/events/1067690883303107/?active_tab=posts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/messaging/private_reply/dialog/?activity_id=1082990418439820_1082998535105675&av=1485266201769171
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=1082998535105675
https://www.facebook.com/events/1067690883303107/permalink/1082990418439820/?comment_id=1082998535105675&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R%22%7D


  

 

Recipient: Middleton Town Centre Management 

Project: Middleton Christmas Lights Switch On Event 2016 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £3,000 

 

Middleton Town Centre Management hosted the Christmas Lights Switch On event on 19 
November 2016 that commenced the countdown to Christmas with social and economic 
benefits for the town centre with the event attracting many visitors and shoppers.  The 
event had a community stage with live performances from Middleton Popstars Academy, 
Rochdale Music Service, Middleton Brass Band, Langley Theatre Work Shop and the 
winners and runners up of Middleton Shopping Centre’s Summer Sessions.  Market stalls 
offered shoppers a wide selection of festive goods plus Christmas food and drink with 
complimentary mince pies, mulled wine and hot vimto.  The crowds were entertained 
throughout the afternoon with a family fun fair, selfie booth, face painter, a magic show 
performance and Santa made an appearance with his Elves to hand out presents to 
children.  A special celebrity guest (Samia Ghadia from Coronation Street) joined the Mayor 
and Mayoress to turn on the Christmas lights from the stage on the Entertainment Circle in 
Middleton Gardens.  The crowds were treated to a spectacular fireworks display that 
brought the event to a close. 
 
Middleton Christmas launch has been an annual family event for the past seven years that 
has created a sense of community spirit and promoted Middleton Town Centre as a 
destination for leisure and recreation as well as shopping. 

“…the amount of people that turned up for 
this event, it was beyond expectations” 
Adam Torevell 
Chief Executive 

Middleton Town Centre Management 



  



 

Recipient: Link4Life 

Project: Middleton Holiday at Home 2016 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £15,000 

 
Link4Life hosted a programme of activities aimed at children and young people during the 
summer holidays (from 25 July to 2 September 2016).  The Middleton Holiday at Home was 
originally conceived by the Township Committee as a response to a lack of co-ordinated 
leisure opportunities for children and young people during the summer holidays and 
consequent problems of anti-social behaviour and nuisance.  A successful programme of 
activities was delivered engaging many young people and groups/organisations within the 
Township during the summer of 2016 to build upon the success of the previous year. 
 
The programme was delivered in a number of Link4Life facilities and many community 
venues.  With the support of local sports clubs and community organisations, the 
programme delivered exciting activities that young people may not have had the opportunity 
to try.  Link4Life made in kind contributions in respect of officer time to oversee and  
develop the programme and all administration costs  
involved with the programme.  A promotional brochure  
was produced to market the programme throughout  
Middleton including 4,000 copies for general  
distribution to children and young people through  
local schools and other appropriate outlets,  
ie libraries, community centres and SureStart  
buildings.  In addition, the brochure included  
Link4Life’s Go4it Summer Fun brochure which  
gave details on all activities delivered by Link4Life.   
This brochure went out to every primary aged  
child in the Borough.  A total of 3,411 attendance  
were recorded for 1,160 children and young  
people. 
 
Middleton Holiday at Home made a significant  
contribution towards increasing sport, art, culture  
and leisure opportunities for children and young 
people during the summer holidays across the 
Township delivered by Link4Life and other 
providers. 

  

“Middleton Holiday At Home makes a 
significant contribution to the wider offer of 
summer holiday sports, cultural and arts 
activities for children and young people 
across the Township delivered by Link4Life 
and other local providers” 
Leigh-anne Carnall 

Activities Programme Coordinator 

Link4Life 



  

‘Can we have more of 
these events they are 
mint’ 
Young person from 

Langley 

‘There should be more 
stuff like this for kids’ 
Parent from 

Alkrington 

‘Can’t say enough how 
much we enjoyed the 
activities’ 

Parent from Hollin 



  

“The workers were able to reach out to 
local community members who were able 
to identify hotspots where young people 
congregated and also work with services 
that deliver interventions in the area” 
Shakila Hamid 

Operational Manager, Early Break 

 

Recipient: Early Break 

Project: Assertive Outreach Project 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,250 

 

Early Break delivers substance related treatment interventions to young people under the age 
of 21.  The service addresses the associated complexities in offending and health behaviours 
amongst young people.  Early Break has been an innovative provider of interventions since 
1994 through a clear person-centred ethos in which all stakeholders are valued and shown 
respect, proactive outreach and special projects in collaboration with partner agencies, 
specialist substance misuse screening and assessments with young people and families, 
alternative therapy provision, service user involvement and the award winning Holding 
Families Project where they address the impact of parental substance misuse on family life.  
The service has a strong social media presence, with national and international reach, offering 
harm reduction on a daily basis. 
 
The Assertive Outreach Project has delivered an Early Intervention street and community 
based outreach service in Middleton Township, addressing needs of young people who are 
at risk of substance misuse, specifically young people that are at risk of using Novel 
Psychoactive Substances as these have created many health issues for young people and 
increased the number of people being admitted to A&E.  The main objectives of the project 
were to: 
 
1. Provide the skills, information and advice around health, education, family and offending, 

etc resulting in young people being empowered to make informed choices around their 
health and lifestyle. 

2. Young people who ‘fall through the net’ are identified and offered support in addressing 
substance use and associated needs. 

3. Assertive work in areas that are seeing an increase use of Novel Psychoactive Substances 
(illegal/legal highs) or drug/alcohol use 

4. Improve the health and wellbeing of young people and reduce the risks that young people 
take in relation to substance use and offending. 

 
Outreach sessions were delivered on Friday evenings from 6pm–10pm across Middleton that 
included visits to various parks, outside shops, the bus station and town centre, community 
venues in the area, canals/Farm Field, cemetery, etc.  The workers were able to reach out to 
local community members who were able to identify hotspots where young people 
congregated and also work with services that deliver interventions in the area such as the 
Youth Service and Care Homes to reach out to young people they may have identified as risk 
taking or using substances. 



  

 
The work that was delivered in the Middleton area included: 

- Provided young people in the area with food which was donated to Early Break 
- Delivered brief interventions around risk taking behaviour and risk to self and others when 

using substances 
- Provided education to young people and local residents about the service and how to 

access the service if they required a service or needed the service to intervene with young 
people they were concerned about 

- Harm Reduction advice provided to young people who were using substances 
- Referrals into Early Break for young people identified and wanting to address their 

substance related issues 
- Signposted young people to online tools they could use to help with issues they presented 

such as the www.dontbeazombie.co.uk 
- Spoke to young people about Child Sexual Exploitation to increase awareness and 

knowledge of grooming 
- Reported any potential drug dealing to crime stoppers 
- Visited hotspot areas where youths were congregating and causing anti-social behaviour 
- Completed questionnaires with young people in Middleton as part of Rochdale 

Safeguarding Board to ensure their voices are heard about how safe they felt in their 
community 

- Provided young people with information about wellbeing services that they can access 
 

A total of 17 sessions were delivered in Middleton and a breakdown of young people seen 

were as follows:  

- Total of people engaged: 718 
- 353 males (young people) and 329 (young people) engaged 
- 36 professionals or community members engaged 

 

As a result of the work that was delivered the project achieved the following: 

- Raised awareness of the services that support various issues such as substance 
misuse, CSE, sexual health, emotional health and wellbeing 

- Increased awareness around the risks attached to substance misuse 
- Young people are able to make safer decisions and reduce harm caused to substance 

use 
- Professionals and community members are aware of the services provided by Early 

Break and are more confident to contact the service about any concerns they have 
around substance misuse and young people 

- Young people aware of online support and services that can help with issues around 
emotional wellbeing and substance misuse 

- Young people requiring support are referred to Early Break to receive interventions to 
reduce their substance misuse 



  

 
Recipient: Middleton Town Centre Management 

Project: Middleton May Day Festival 2016 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

 

Middleton’s May Day Festival on 2 May 2016 celebrated the traditional bank holiday at the 
start of British Summer time with the whole community encouraged to enjoy this historic 
event.  Saddleworth Morris with musical accompaniment by St Michael’s Band led the 
parade from Jubilee Park to the historic site of St Leonard’s Square. 
 
The festival crowd were entertained with performances from Saddleworth Morris, Langley 
Theatre Workshop, Middleton Popstars Academy, Middleton Brass Band, St Michael’s Band, 
Besses Boys, Blank Cheque, Eagley Brass Band and children from local schools who 
performed Maypole and traditional dancing. 
 
In addition to the performances, the festival had a children’s fun fair, bouncy castle, face 
painter, local and national charity stalls plus food and sweet stalls.  It was a fun day out for all 
the family and showcased local talent. 

“The Morris Dancers were very well 
received.  The event was a success and 
well attended” 
Adam Torevell 
Chief Executive 

Middleton Town Centre Management 

http://www.middletontowncentre.co.uk/


  

 
Recipient: Burnside Community Centre 

Project: Burnside CC Neighbours Day Event 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £400 

 
Burnside Community Centre is a hub for the benefit of the local neighbourhood and provides a 
quality environment to facilitate a wide range of recreational and educational activities across 
all age groups.  Local people have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge 
through the centre’s accredited training, taster sessions, awareness events and IT courses.  
The centre is a home and a point of contact to various groups and organisations all working 
towards the aim of supporting those on the margins and in need of that first step towards 
better opportunities. 
 
The Neighbours Day Event at the Burnside Community Centre on 14 July 2016 encouraged 
members of the local and wider community to come together to gain information on activities 
and opportunities they can be involved with on the Langley Estate.  Partner agencies were 
invited to the event and training opportunities, work clubs and social groups were promoted.  
Health Trainers advised how to access their services on a weekly basis at the Burnside 
Centre and other venues.  The Money Matters advisor from Rochdale Solutions arranged one 
to one meetings with people who needed a higher level of support in accessing benefits.  
Centre staff showcased all the activities on offer throughout the week and gained new 
members for the Epilepsy Support Group and the Family Fun and Food Project (a referral 
service where families in need of support at Christmas can be served a meal and the children 
receive a Christmas present).  The Talk English Group promotes engagement with emerging 
communities to improve conversational and literary skills.  This group gained twelve new 
members.  Also the event enabled parents  
to register their children for the Burnside  
Summer Playscheme (funded by Holiday  
at Home and RADPAC) and obtain  
information about Langley Theatre  
Workshop’s Summer Playscheme at the  
Burnside Centre.  Agencies took the  
opportunity to network and benefited from 
information obtained from other providers.   
Foods from different cultures was made  
available at the event and the local  
community were invited to showcase  
any hidden skills on the day. 

“Iren from the Talk English Group 
showcased her skills in soap making.  One 
man made African Puff Puffs (a type of 
doughnut) which everyone enjoyed” 
Joan Aspinall 
Centre Manager 

Burnside Community Centre 



  

 
Recipient: Middleton Town Centre Management 

Project: Middleton Town Centre Management Function 2016 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £10,000 

 
Middleton Town Centre Management Company is dedicated to improving the vitality and 
viability of Middleton Town Centre.  The company was established to act as a catalyst 
between the Council, town centre businesses and other local stakeholders, and it has a 
crucial role in ensuring the commercial viability of a healthy town centre.  Middleton Town 
Centre Management Company promote regeneration and attract investment into Middleton 
Town Centre and manage Middleton Gardens town square as an arts and events venue for 
the local community to increase visitors to the town centre.  Support and advise is provided 
to businesses and retailers in the town centre through ongoing communication, they 
coordinate service providers to ensure a high quality and safe environment in the town 
centre, manage and promote Middleton Market operation in order to improve the image of 
and variety of retail in Middleton and organise events/activities to attract visitors and 
shoppers into the town centre. 
 
A schedule of events and activities were hosted by Middleton Town Centre Management 
throughout 2016. 
 
Easter Eggstravaganza 
Middleton Gardens on the Easter weekend was the venue for the Easter Eggstravaganza 
when the area was transformed to create an Easter egg trail treasure hunt where children  

“The tours have definitely improved 
people’s understanding of the great 
history Middleton has…the feedback 
forms stated that it was good that we 
were organising events that combined 
physical activity and historical 
information” 
Adam Torevell 
Chief Executive 

Middleton Town Centre Management 



  

 
were given the task of collecting stickers from a number of market stalls and shops in the 
Town Centre to complete their treasure map.  On completion, each child was eligible to 
collect their prize of an Easter Egg and also a certificate.  A family fun fair, face painting, 
performances from Merlin the Magician as well as the famous Punch and Judy show and the 
traditional Saturday Market made it a great day out. 
 
Summer of Fun 
On Saturdays throughout the Summer free activities for children and families included a face 
painter, a sand pit, Punch and Judy, magic shows and balloon making in the Entertainment 
Circle in Middleton Gardens. 
 
Oktoberfest 
The first weekend of October saw Middleton Town Centre Management host their own 
version of the world famous Oktoberfest.  A Bavarian tradition, Oktoberfest attracts millions 
of people from around the globe and is now an annual event in Middleton.  This free event on 
2 October 2016 from 12 noon to 7pm in Middleton Gardens provided the local community 
and visitors to Middleton with an enjoyable day of live music, DJs, real ale and beer as well 
as an impressive selection of quality food from vendors serving curry, bratwurst, burgers, pie 
and peas and hot doughnuts.  Around 400 people attended the event to be entertained by 
the five rock bands and sample the quality ales of three local breweries. 



  

 
Halloween Heritage Trail 
Middleton Town Centre Management hosted a Halloween Heritage Trail on Friday 28 
October and Monday 31 October 2016 around some of the most famous ghostly sites in 
Middleton.  A spooky undertaker invited guests to meet him at Ye Olde Boars Head to follow 
him around the haunted trail before returning after the tour to enjoy a supper of pie and peas 
at Ye Olde Boars Head.  The two days and two trails (one suited to families and children and 
the other for adults and older children) were ticketed with £5 each for adults and £2.50 each 
for under 18’s that made the event cost neutral except for the cost of the speaker on the 
tours.  The Halloween Heritage Trail focused on the history of Middleton and its people and 
proved very popular with over 200 people attending the two walks. 
 
Mystery History Tour 
After the success of the Halloween Heritage Trail, Middleton Town Centre Management 
hosted a Middleton Mystery History Tour with a scary Mayor taking people on a walking tour 
of the historic sites around Middleton and telling terrifying tales and facts about the town.  
The tours at 6.00pm or 8.00pm started from the Ye Olde Boars Head and concluded at the 
Grade II oldest original public house in England with participants served a pie and peas 
supper.  The Mystery History Tour cost £5 each for adults and £2.50 each for under 18’s that 
made the event cost neutral except for the cost of the speaker on the tours.  The tours were 
attended by 70 people and received a great deal of positive feedback. 
 
Middleton Town Centre Management promoted all the events widely on social media, within 
local publications, banners/posters in public locations and their quarterly newsletters. 



  

 
Recipient: Edgeways Productions 

Project: A Cargo of Curiosities 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £980 

 
Edgeways Productions is a non-for profit organisation that aims to advance education in the 
arts and to provide facilities in the interests of social and cultural welfare for recreation and 
leisure time occupation.  Drama, music and other performing arts for the benefit of those 
people who do not usually participate in or have access to the arts, including those people on 
the margins of society. 
 
A Cargo of Curiosities was about creating a pop-up museum celebrating the legacy of Sir 
Ashton Lever and the importance of Alkrington Hall as a founding centre of museology on the 
250th anniversary of its original opening to the public.  The concept was to reconnect the hall 
with its local community, to engage visitors in the idea of a collection as a common human 
impulse and to retell the Lever story by inviting local people to lend their own collections and 
display them free of charge as a contemporary homage to the original Leverian museum.  
Alkrington Hall was opened as a museum in November 2016 free to the public for the first 
time since the house was a natural history museum in the 18th century.  The collections on  

“…repeated pleas in the visitors’ book and in 

conversation for more of the same, a repeat event 
or other opportunities to participate have added 
further proof that local participatory events of this 
kind are appreciated, well attended and have a 
lasting legacy in terms of increased community 
cohesion.  We feel that the whole project has 

exceeded our expectations” 
Chris Salt 
Co-director 

Edgeways Productions 



  

 
display belonged to people from across Middleton and reflected the town today and our own 
impulse to collect. 
 
Edgeways applied for the grant to enable them to secure funding for the project from Arts 
Council England and to publicise and raise awareness of the event locally, to engage and 
document public participation and to offer an opportunity for student volunteers to create a 
legacy piece for the project by collecting donated objects on the door.  Experienced arts 
practitioners ran a workshop and one to one sessions with local people which became the 
seedbed of the collections eventually displayed. 
 
The arts practitioners reported the local participants all spoke of the pleasure, pride and 
increased self-confidence they experienced by taking part in the project, by having their 
collections exhibited and by the curation of their pieces using their own words and thus telling 
local stories.  Local visitors spoke warmly about the opening of the hall to the public and how 
they would like to see regular events there.  Some families had worked at the hall or had 
visited as children, somebody was a paperboy, another was actually born in one of the flats 
pre-war.  All were delighted to share their memories with the arts practitioners and with each 
other. 
 
Many visitors who filled in the evaluation forms or commented in the visitors’ book spoke of 
how much they appreciated the idea of the project itself, how they felt moved by the 
narratives accompanying the exhibits, how the spirit of the exhibition was one of excitement 
and was a welcoming, affirming experience.  85% of people who completed the evaluation 
form rated the museum as a 9 or 10/10 experience.  Children and adults alike were engaged 
by the artefacts and stories, and 20% more visitors were attracted to the exhibition than 
anticipated with the social media campaign run by young local volunteers playing a large part 
in galvanising attention.  For the first weekend of the exhibition, the website experienced a 
2,500% increase in traffic and the site itself crashed for several hours. 



  

“Highlights of the project were mostly to do with the local participants and visitors 
enjoyment of the exhibition and the kind of conversations which could be overheard all 
over the house and echoing up the stairwell; people sharing memories, old friends and 
neighbours meeting each other again after many years, visitors joyfully recognising 
artefacts or narratives as parallel to their own.  Particular highlights were: 

 The Middleton Brass Band playing ‘All people that on earth do dwell’ on the 
stairwell during the launch event. 

 The sound of the hand bells (a full set of 59 bells from the collection at St 
Leonard’s) being swung by delighted visitors in the hallway. 

 The chatter and laughter echoing around the downstairs rooms. 

 The transformation of the White Room into a fully functioning exhibition room 
opening out onto the hill as it must have done in Lever’s time. 

 Memories of Alkrington Hall written by visitors and evolving into a secondary 
collection, shared via social media and on the website. 

 Evolving door collection.  The student volunteers staffing the door collection 
(where visitors donated objects) all want to move on to professional curation, 
museology careers.  Their enthusiasm and hard work has been a real inspiration” 

 

Chris Salt 

Edgeways Productions 



  



  

 
Recipient: Demesne Community Centre 

Project: Memories are made of this 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £1,700 

 
Demesne Community Centre at the heart of life in Langley, one of Europe's largest council 
estates, is a vital resource for the local community.  The centre’s welcoming environment and 
diverse timetable of courses, social clubs and advice surgeries attract many people to Demesne 
each week.  Demesne Community Centre provides a wide variety of activities for all ages and 
offers an accessible venue for other community groups and agencies to hire and deliver their own 
activities, meetings and courses. 
 
Activities where older people are able to share their memories and participate in music and 
movement sessions were organised by Demesne Community Centre to help older people stay 

active and healthy.  Let’s Just Dance sessions provided people living with dementia and their 
carers with the opportunity to enjoy gentle dance and movement.  A total of 58 people living 
with or at risk of developing dementia have participated in the sessions which have 
encouraged social interaction, expression, and communication as well as a chance to keep 
fit and enjoy the music.  The sessions have also given partner, carers and family members 
the chance to take part in an activity with their loved one and enjoy something together.  The 
project was delivered free weekly across Middleton.  At Demesne Community Centre 20 
people registered and took part in one or more of the 30 weekly sessions.  Individuals from 
across the town attended these sessions with some being referred by Dementia Support 
Workers.  On average 8-10 individuals per week attend this session.  Wood Court had 10 
people register and regularly take part in the 10 bi-weekly sessions.  Woodclough Day 
Centre in Rhodes had 20 people register and take part in 5 weekly classes and Clough Court 
in Boarshaw had 8 people register and regularly take part in 10 weekly sessions. 

“Highlight was bringing together the 
children from the primary school and the 
people living with dementia for an 
intergenerational session” 
Christine Abbott 
Centre Manager 

Demesne Community Centre 



  

 
In addition, children from the nearby Newlands Primary School in Hollin were invited to take 
part in one of the open sessions at Demesne Community Centre.  Children from the 
specialist school were accompanied by their teachers and teaching assistants and joined in 
the session alongside the regular participants.  It was a fantastic opportunity to bring together 
two vulnerable groups to share a positive exchange.  The session was very well received, 
the children brought a lot of joy to the group and the teachers have asked if they can return 
next term. 
 
Demesne Community Centre staff have reported some of the participants from the sessions 
have gone on to access other provision at the centre and in the local community since 
building their confidence through the activities.  Funds have been secured from the CCG to 
continue the project at Demesne Community Centre, Wood Court and four other venues 
within the Rochdale borough for a further year. 



  

 
Recipient: Middleton Gymnastics Club 

Project: Middleton Gym Building Security 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £1,428 

 
Middleton Gymnastics Club provides opportunities for children aged 2 years and over to be 
active and participate in a sport that promotes a healthy life style, develops character and 
provides key social interaction and team building skills.  The purpose built facility and 
knowledgeable coaching team progress those members who are able and introduce them to 
the wider stage of competitive gymnastics whereby they may be successful on a county, 
regional or even national level. 
 
The club strives to ensure the facility is secure and safe for all members and their families 
and aims to upgrade both the building and install new equipment to ensure the continuity of 
the high level of services provided to members and the community.  A problem with 
teenagers using the canopy over the main entrance of the building as a shelter point for their 
use of drugs became a regular occurrence late at night after the facility had closed.  The 
remains of cannabis/drug bags, plastic bottles, burnt debris, etc were discharged in the 
entrance.  The club needed to ensure the main route to access and exit the building was 
clear of any drug related items that posed a potential risk to children and others, plus reduce 
fire risk and increase the security of the premises.  The installation of a roller shutter closed 
off the exposed sheltered area at the main entrance of the building so it could no longer be 
used as a location for drug activity.  This security measure with the efforts of the Council’s 
Youth Team has had a positive outcome with groups of teenagers no longer congregating in 
the area and ensuring a cleaner and safer environment for club members and the 
community. 

“the building is more secure and those 
using the facility are no longer exposed 
to discarded drug materials making it 
safer and cleaner” 
Glenn Prendergast 
Head Coach 

Middleton Gymnastics Club 



  

 

Recipient: Rochdale Connections Trust 

Project: The Recovery Toolkit 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £4,500 
 

Rochdale Connections Trust (RCT) is a charity that supports vulnerable young people and 
adults who are finding life difficult.  A range of structured programmes offer supportive 
interventions to address an array of issues.  After identifying a lack of local provision in the 
field of addressing domestic abuse and incident rates well above the National average, 
RCT have become a specialist provider of programmes for both victims and perpetrators. 
 

The Freedom Programme is aimed at women who are vulnerable to or who have 
experienced domestic abuse and they attend for 12 weekly sessions and examine the traits 
of abusers to understand the many forms of abuse and to better identify potential abusers.  
One course is delivered on the Langley Estate and the other on Hollins from Surestart 
Centres as crèche facilities are made available.  The Freedom Programme helps victims to 
come to terms with their situation and to begin the process of helping them to understand 
there is help and support available and to understand how this can be accessed.   
 

The Recovery Toolkit was aimed at women who had predominantly attended the Freedom 
Programme and sessions focused on women making positive choices and plans for the 
future, keeping themselves and their children safe.  The Toolkit builds resilience and 
strengthens the women’s feelings of self-worth (which have often diminished through an 
abusive relationship).  Support was offered in the form of access to legal, housing or benefit 
advice, practical or emotional support and support for their children through RCT’s Big 
Lottery project providing social activities and mentoring.  The project also gave the women 
the opportunity of accessing RCT’s in-house counselling project if they felt they needed to 
speak to a dedicated counsellor. 

“For women the Recovery Toolkit 
looks at making positive choices and 
plans for the future, keeping 
themselves and their children safe” 
Kathy Thomas 
Chief Executive 

Rochdale Connections Trust 

“We have delivered the Freedom Programme to 47 women in the past 6 months and 16 were 
from Middleton, of this 16, 9 then went on to attend the Recovery Toolkit which we delivered 
here from our office in Rochdale.  Not enough of this cohort wanted us to deliver the course 
in Middleton (some had made friends with the women on the Freedom course and they 
wanted to continue to meet up with them in Rochdale, a couple did not feel safe to carry out 
some work on domestic abuse as they feared their partners finding out). We have however 
another 16 women from Middleton who are due to finish the Freedom programme signed up 
to take part in the Recovery Toolkit from Hollin SureStart Centre. 9 women from Middleton 
have received counselling at Hollin SureStart Centre and a further 12 women from Middleton 
have signed up for our parenting courses.  3 Middleton women have also joined our 
accredited basic literacy course which is being delivered through Hopwood Hall College” 
Kathy Thomas 

Chief Executive, Rochdale Connections Trust 



 

  

 

Recipient: Library Services 

Project: Junction Library Lego Club 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £459.69 
 

Junction Library is a community hub for various groups/individuals and organisations with 
resources made available to help people gain access to free information, learn, improve 
their wellbeing and aspire.  The library is an integral part of the community in bringing 
people young and old from all backgrounds together to create a fun, safe and learning 
environment for everyone. 
 

A new children’s Lego Club was established at Junction Library with the aim of introducing 
more children to the library and encouraging children and their parents/carers to be more 
creative together.  The club supports the national curriculum as part of STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths).  The activities promote creativity, problem solving, 
enhance communication skills, development of critical thinking and literacy ability. 
 

The Lego Club has had a positive effect on local children offering a fun, safe and creative 
environment where they can socialise.  The sessions have provided a fun introduction to the 
library and the wider library and community service which some families may not have been 
aware of.  The club has been well attended including many boys who the library can 
sometimes struggle to engage with.  One parent commented on the fact that she struggles to 
get her youngest son to join clubs and socialise but he loves Lego and books so this club is 
perfect for him.  It has also enabled the library to recruit young volunteers to assist with the 
sessions from the local secondary school which will contribute to their confidence, 
experience and future employment.  The club will sustain and increase library membership, 
attracting new young members including boys who are underrepresented, and support 
families with young children with literacy and creativity. 

“Seeing the library being used by more 
children and parents from the community 
and them all getting involved in creative 
Lego building together.  Seeing children 
using the library who are not necessarily 
library users” 
Helen Bingham 
Team Leader 

Library Services 



  

“We believe we have been very 
successful in promoting the civic twinning 
and the association friendship with 
Tourcoing.  …enjoying and participating 
in a wide range of activities served to 
foster social connections” 
Kathryn Rennie 
General Secretary 

Friends of Tourcoing Association 

 

Recipient: Friends of Tourcoing Association 
Project: Friends of Tourcoing Association celebration for 50 years of Civic Twinned 

Township Friendship 
Fund: Events Fund 
Awarded: £500 

 
Friends of Tourcoing Association aims to interest and inform the people of the Rochdale 
Borough about France and in particular the twinned town of Tourcoing.  The association 
promotes friendship, mutual respect and diversity.  The civic twinning relationship with 
Tourcoing has achieved 60 years and the friendship group a fantastic 50 years, bringing 
English and French together in community spirit and warm relationship.  Local people are 
offered the opportunity to engage in friendly social activities throughout the year and in 
particular, to access a bi annual trip to France to meet Les Amis de Rochdale, enjoying a 
civic reception from the Mayor of Tourcoing and sightseeing.  Many members have 
established solid friendships with their hosts over the years and return the hospitality to the 
French when they come to England to visit.  Friends of Tourcoing members actively take part 
in community events within the borough and contribute to the Mayor’s Charity as they have 
enjoyed civic patronage since their formation. 
 
A programme of activities in 2016 to celebrate 50 years of Tourcoing association friendship 
and 60 years of civic twinning promoted a positive image of the borough and its people.  
Friends of Tourcoing worked in partnership with community organisations and a school and 
patronised local businesses who all received credit for contributing to a successful visit. 



  

 

Caldershaw Primary School (linked with Condorcet Primary School in Tourcoing) children 
hosted an afternoon of games and gave a choir performance, Heywood’s GPD Travel 
provided transport, students from Hopwood Hall College made and presented a celebratory 
cake, The Angel Project Community Café in the heart of Langley, Middleton welcomed the 
French guests and local potter Ken Isherwood produced commemorative bowls for the 
visitors.  The venues of the Coop Museum, Touchstones, Greater Manchester Fire Service 
Museum and St John The Baptist Church welcomed the visitors with special tours and 
entertainment was provided throughout the visit with performances from St Ann’s Morris 
Troupe, Wardle Senior Band and Skylight Circus Arts.  The Civic Dinner at Rochdale Town 
Hall hosted by the Mayor and Mayoress attended by the French guests of Deputy Mayor 
Didier Droart, President of Les Amis de Rochdale Mme Marie-Christine Lejenun, French 
Councillors Dorian and Sebastian Becue and Peter Maenout with other members of Les 
Amis de Rochdale was a special occasion with catering provided by Crofters and a 
performance by Lancashire Fusiliers Corp of Drums.  The local economy benefited from the 
visit with the French guests dining at local restaurants, hiring local transport and buying 
numerous souvenirs. 
 
Friends of Tourcoing Association considered the highlight of the programme was the 
spectacular celebration with 140 people at the 50th Celebration Dinner at Rochdale Town 
Hall.  The occasion was an opportunity to recognise special members of both Friends of 
Tourcoing and Les Amis de Rochdale.  Gifts were presented to Mrs Dorothy Forshaw in 
recognition of 50 years membership of Friends of Tourcoing and Christopher Dobby received 
a gift for having been a member of Les Amis since 1966 and at the age of 92 continues to 
take part in the exchanges.  Jean-Pierre Collado was presented with a gift in recognition of 
his contribution to Twinning and this was his 115th visit to the borough.  He began in 1971 as 
organiser of exchanges for schools and community groups and is remembered by many 
children now adults.  The programme of activities in 2016 to celebrate 50 years of Tourcoing 
friendship consolidated the association’s aims and aspirations. 



 


